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Allegations 

 

1. The allegations against the Respondent were that, between January and April 2023, she 

failed to disclose material details relating to the Firm’s business and financial 

management to a Forensic Investigation Officer of the SRA during the course of their 

investigation into the Firm. 

 

2. By doing so, the Respondent breached any or all of: Principles 2 and 5 of the SRA 

Principles, paragraphs 3.6 and 9.1 of the Code of Conduct for Firms and paragraphs 

7.2, 7.3, and 7.4 of the Code of Conduct for Solicitors, RELs and RFLs. 

 

Admissions 

 

3. The Respondent admitted the allegation in full, including all associated breaches of the 

Principles, including lack of integrity, and the Code of Conduct.  

 

Documents 

 

4. The Tribunal had before it the following documents:- 

 

• The Form of Application dated 1 April 2025 

• Rule 12 Statement dated 28 March 2025 

• Statement of Agreed Facts and Proposed Outcome signed by the Respondent 

and the Applicant dated.24 September 2025 

 

Application for the matter to be resolved by way of Agreed Outcome  

 

5. The parties invited the Tribunal to deal with the Allegations against the Respondent in 

accordance with the Statement of Agreed Facts and Outcome annexed to this Judgment. 

The parties submitted that the outcome proposed was consistent with the Tribunal’s 

Guidance Note on Sanctions.  

 

Factual Background 

 

6. The Respondent is a solicitor having been admitted to the Roll on 1 May 2012. 

 

7. At the time of the misconduct the Firm had two Managers, Mr Thomas Hardwick an 

unadmitted individual and the Respondent. The Respondent commenced employment 

at the Firm on 14 October 2019. She became the Manager and HOLP on 4 March 2022. 

Ms Victoria Powell an unadmitted individual held the position as HOFA. 

 

8. The Firm was a licensed body operating from a single office at Floor 3, No 1 Tithebarn 

House, Tithebarn Street, Liverpool, L22NZ up until it went into administration on 

5 June 2023 and effected an orderly closure on the same date. 

 

Findings of Fact and Law 

 

9. The Applicant was required to prove the allegation on the balance of probabilities.  The 

Tribunal had due regard to the Respondent’s rights to a fair trial and to respect for their 
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private and family life under Articles 6 and 8 of the European Convention for the 

Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. 

 

10. The Tribunal reviewed all the material before it and was satisfied on the balance of 

probabilities that the Respondent’s admissions were properly made.  

 

Sanction 

 

11. The Tribunal considered the Guidance Note on Sanction (11th Edition). The Tribunal’s 

principal objective when considering sanction, was the need to maintain public 

confidence in the integrity of the profession.  

 

12. The Respondent failed to disclose material information to the Solicitors Regulation 

Authority during the course of a regulatory investigation. Solicitors are under a 

professional duty to act with integrity and to be open and co-operative with their 

regulator. It is not acceptable for a solicitor to withhold information from the SRA. Such 

conduct undermines trust in the profession and is a serious breach of professional 

obligations. 

 

13. The Tribunal concluded that the proposed sanction, suspension for the period of 

3 months, was an appropriate and proportionate sanction given the circumstances and 

the Respondent’s full admissions. 

 

Costs 

 

14. The parties agreed that the Respondent should pay costs in the sum of £12,842.66. The 

Tribunal determined that the agreed amount was reasonable and appropriate. 

Accordingly, the Tribunal ordered that the Respondent pay costs in the agreed sum. 

 

Statement of Full Order 

 

15. The Tribunal Ordered that the Respondent, SARAH LOUISE KEARNEY, solicitor, be 

SUSPENDED from practice as a solicitor for the period of 3 months to commence on 

the 25th day of September 2025 and it further Ordered that she do pay the costs of and 

incidental to this application and enquiry fixed in the sum of £12,842.66. 

 

Dated this 17th day of October 2025 

On behalf of the Tribunal 

 

A. Banks 

 

A Banks 

Chair 
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