
SOLICITORS DISCIPLINARY TRIBUNAL 

IN THE MATTER OF THE SOLICITORS ACT 1974 Case No. 12445-2023 

BETWEEN: 

SOLICITORS REGULATION AUTHORITY LTD. Applicant 

and 

Respondent 

ANDREW HUGH BUTLER 

______________________________________________ 

Before: 

Mr W Ellerton (in the chair) 

Mr R Nicholas 

Mr D Kearney 

Date of Hearing: 14 April 2023 

______________________________________________ 

Appearances 

There were no appearances as the matter was dealt with on the papers. 

______________________________________________ 

JUDGMENT ON AN AGREED OUTCOME 

______________________________________________ 
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Allegations 

1. The allegations made against Mr Butler by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (“SRA”)

were that while in practice as a solicitor and subsequently a self-employed consultant

at Worthingtons (“the Firm”) he:

1.1 Between 2012 and 2018 improperly transferred £19,289.54 from the client account, by

creating or causing to be created three invoices which were not notified to the clients in

writing or at all and which did not accurately reflect costs due including being for costs

which had already been invoiced and in so doing he acted in breach of:-

1.1.1  SRA Accounts Rules 2011(“the 2011 Accounts Rules”) - Rules 17.2 and 20

1.1.2  SRA Principles 2011(“the Principles”) - Principles 2 and/or 4 and/or 5 and/or 6

and/or 10  

1.1.3  SRA Code of Conduct 2011 (“the Code”) - Outcome 1.2  

1.2 Between 1993 and 2018, he failed to bank/present for payment, and to account to those 

he should have under the Estate of SJC, dividend cheques for shareholdings and other 

remittances valued at around £70,000 and in so doing he acted in breach of: 

2. In addition, Allegation 1.1 was advanced on the basis that Mr Butler’s conduct was

dishonest. Dishonesty was alleged as an aggravating feature of his misconduct but was

not an essential ingredient in proving the allegation.

3. Mr Butler admitted the allegations, including that his conduct was dishonest.

Documents 

4. The Tribunal had before it the following documents:-

Date Applicable Rules/Code of Conduct 

1.2.1 1993 – 1998 The Solicitors Practice Rules 1990 Rule 1(a) 

1.2.2 1993 – 1998 The Solicitors Accounts Rules 1991 Appendix 2a – Rule 3 

1.2.3 1998 to 5  

October 2011 

The Solicitors Accounts Rules 1998 Annex 28(B) – Rule 1(a); 

1(c); 15(1)  

1.2.4 1 July 2007 to 

5 October  

2011  

Solicitors Code of Conduct 2007 Rules 1.02; 1.04; 1.05; 1.06 

1.2.5 After 6  

October 2011 

The SRA Accounts Rules 2011 Rule 1.1; 6.1; 14.1 

1.2.6 After 6  

October 2011 

The SRA Code of Conduct 2011 Principle 2, 4, 5, 6 and 10 

Outcome 1.5  
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• Rule 12 Statement and Exhibit LC1 dated 14 March 2023

• Statement of Agreed Facts and Outcome dated 4 April 2023

Background 

5. Mr Butler was admitted to the roll in December 1981.  He was a Senior Partner and

Manager at the Firm specialising in conveyancing and probate.  He retired from the

Firm’s partnership on 31 July 2017 but stayed on as a party-time self-employed

consultant to finalise the administration of a number of outstanding probate matters and

remained working in such a capacity up to the matters alleged came to the attention of

the Firm and were reported to the SRA in May 2019.  He did not hold a current

practising certificate.

6. Mr Butler was also the Compliance Officer for Finance and Administration (COFA)

and the Money Laundering Reporting Officer (MLRO) from 22 January 2013 to

31 July 2017.

Application for the matter to be resolved by way of Agreed Outcome 

7. The parties invited the Tribunal to deal with the Allegations against Mr Butler in

accordance with the Statement of Agreed Facts and Outcome annexed to this Judgment.

The parties submitted that the outcome proposed was consistent with the Tribunal’s

Guidance Note on Sanctions.

Findings of Fact and Law 

8. The Applicant was required to prove the allegations on the balance of probabilities. The

Tribunal had due regard to its statutory duty, under section 6 of the Human Rights Act

1998, to act in a manner which was compatible with Mr Butler’s rights to a fair trial

and to respect for their private and family life under Articles 6 and 8 of the European

Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.

9. The Tribunal reviewed all the material before it and was satisfied on the balance of

probabilities that Mr Butler’s admissions were properly made.

10. The Tribunal considered the Guidance Note on Sanction (June 2022/10th Edition). In

doing so the Tribunal assessed the culpability and harm identified together with the

aggravating and mitigating factors that existed. The Tribunal noted that Mr Butler knew

that invoices created did not reflect the work undertaken and were thus unjustifiable.

He had admitted that he had knowingly duplicated charges, and that he had transferred

monies to the Firm to which the Firm was not entitled and in breach of the Accounts

Rules.  He had also admitted that such conduct was dishonest.

11. The Tribunal found that sanctions such as a Reprimand, Fine or Suspension did not

adequately reflect the seriousness of the misconduct.  The Tribunal found that given the

admission of dishonesty, the only appropriate and proportionate sanction was to strike

Mr Butler off the Roll of solicitors. The Tribunal did not find that there were any

exceptional circumstances such that striking Mr Butler off the Roll would be

disproportionate.  Accordingly, the Tribunal approved the sanction agreed by the

parties.
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Costs 

12. The parties agreed that Mr Butler would pay costs in the sum of £16, 650.  The Tribunal

determined that the agreed amount was reasonable and proportionate.  Accordingly, the

Tribunal ordered Mr Butler to pay costs in the agreed sum.

Statement of Full Order 

13. The Tribunal Ordered that the Respondent, ANDREW HUGH BUTLER, solicitor, be

STRUCK OFF the Roll of Solicitors and it further Ordered that he do pay the costs of and

incidental to this application and enquiry fixed in the sum of £16,650.00.

Dated this 26th day of April 2023 

On behalf of the Tribunal 

W Ellerton 

Chair 

JUDGMENT FILED WITH THE LAW SOCIETY 

26 APR 2023 
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