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Allegations 

 

1. The allegation made against the Respondent by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 

(“SRA”) was that: 

 

1.1  On 7 November 2018, at the Sussex (Eastern) Magistrates’ Court, he was convicted of 

the offence of sexual assault contrary to Section 3 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 and 

sentenced to a Community Order comprising of a rehabilitation activity requirement of 

up to 25 days, an unpaid work requirement of 100 hours within 12 months, and the 

payment of compensation of £100.00, a victim surcharge of £85.00 and costs of £85.00. 

He was also ordered to register with the Police in accordance with the Sexual Offences 

Act 2003 for a period of 5 years.  The Respondent’s conduct was in breach of Principles 

2 and 6 of the SRA Principles 2011. 

 

Factual Background 

 

2. The Respondent was born in 1953 and admitted to the Roll in April 1981.  He did not 

hold a current Practising Certificate, and last held a Practising Certificate for the 

practising year 2015/16. 

 

3. On 7 November 2018 the Respondent was convicted and sentenced for the offence 

detailed in paragraph 1.1 above. 

 

Application for the matter to be resolved by way of Agreed Outcome 

 

4. The parties invited the Tribunal to deal with the Allegations against the Respondent in 

accordance with the Statement of Agreed Facts and Proposed Outcome annexed to this 

Judgment. The parties submitted that the outcome proposed was consistent with the 

Tribunal’s Guidance Note on Sanctions.  

 

Findings of Fact and Law 

 

5. The Applicant was required to prove the allegations on the balance of probabilities.  The 

Tribunal had due regard to the Respondent’s rights to a fair trial and to respect for his 

private and family life under Articles 6 and 8 of the European Convention for the 

Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. 

 

6. The Tribunal reviewed all the material before it and was satisfied that the Respondent’s 

admissions were properly made.  

 

7. The Tribunal considered the Guidance Note on Sanction (November 2019). In doing so 

the Tribunal assessed the culpability and harm identified together with the aggravating 

and mitigating factors that existed.  The Respondent’s conviction was as a result of his 

inappropriate behaviour with a minor.  The Tribunal considered the age of the victim 

to be a substantial aggravating factor of his misconduct.  Public confidence in the 

profession and the reputation of the profession required no lesser sanction than that the 

Respondent be removed from the Roll.  The Tribunal found that the proposed sanction 

of striking the Respondent from the Roll was appropriate and proportionate in all the 

circumstances.   
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Costs 

 

8. The parties agreed that the Respondent should pay costs in the sum of £1,275.00.  The 

Tribunal determined that the agreed amount was reasonable and appropriate.  

Accordingly, the Tribunal ordered that the Respondent pay costs in the agreed sum. 

 

Statement of Full Order 

 

9. The Tribunal Ordered that the Respondent, WILLIAM HERBERT BLACK, solicitor, 

be STRUCK OFF the Roll of Solicitors and it further Ordered that he do pay the costs 

of and incidental to this application and enquiry fixed in the sum of £1,275.00. 

 

Dated this 28th day of February 2020 

On behalf of the Tribunal 

 

 
 

E. Nally 

Chair 

 

 

    JUDGMENT FILED WITH THE LAW SOCIETY 

              28 FEB 2020 
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